
Minutes of the meeting of Bigbury Parish Council (BPC) held on Wednesday, September 28th, 2022 at 7:30pm in 

The Memorial Hall, St Ann’s Chapel.


Present:  

Cllr.E. Huntley in the chair, Cllr. S. Watts(SW), Cllr. S. Smith, Cllr V. Scott, Clerk I.Bramble(IB) and 14 other 
members of the public.


1. Welcome

The Chairman welcomed all councillors and members of the public in attendance and asked those present to 
stand for a minute’s silence in honour and memory of Mr John Simes, who has died recently.  Over many years 
Mr. Simes was a highly respected, active member of the Parish who contributed considerably to Parish matters. 
The Council wishes to extend its condolences and deepest sympathy to Mr Simes family.


2. Open Session

A number of matters were raised by members of the public, including an account by an experienced and 
successful entrepeneur in the pub. and catering industry, of dealings with the agent selling the Pickwick Inn, who 
expressed his disappointment and frustration with the non response to his submitted business plan, leading him 
to question the intentions of the owner for the future of ‘the Inn’ as a public house to serve the local community.

Prior to ‘Planning Related Matters’,firstly, the owner of ‘Summer Winds’ spoke with reference to their proposed 
extension and addition of solar panels and secondly the owner of ‘Windover’ spoke to describe their proposal, 
and indicated that in discussion with neighbours no objections had been raised.  A neighbour to the ‘Oyster 
Shack’, spoke, expressing deep concerns about the detrimental impact to the amenities of his property and those 
of neighbours, of late night noise, light pollution and disturbance, which he belived would arise.


3. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr. Rosevear, Cllr. Case and Cllr. Fish.


4. Declarations of Interest

There were no ‘Declarations of Interest’


5.0	 Approval of minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday July 13th and July 26th, 2022

	 The minutes were unanimously approved.


6.0   	 Matters arising from the previous meetings held on Wednesday, July 13th and July 26th, 2022

IB referred to Road Repairs, Skip Hire, the Pickwick Inn and Memorial Hall grass cutting, all to be discussed as 
separate agenda items. 


7.0    	 County Councillor’s report 

RG advised that the ‘trench’ across the road, outside Bigbury Court Farmhouse, would be repaired by DCC and 
also referred to the notice received by BPC about the extension of the 30mph limit to include the entire length of 
road from St Ann’s Chapel to Bigbury Village and asked for Councillors’ approval, which was given.  VS 
expressed disappointment that this length of road would not be subject to a 20mph limit.  RG advised that this 
could be applied for and the application go through due process to obtain a decision.  RG also advised that 
correspondence received about a layby in the single track road from the golf course to Bowling Green Junction 
had been received and the issues raised were being investigated.

RG confirmed that further work was being done to relieve cost pressures on DCC, as a result of which 
Councillors’ Locality Budgets had been reinstated, albeit at a reduced level and that he would be pleased to 
contribute £700 to the cost of rebuilding the stone wall outside St Lawrence’s church.


8.    	 District Councillor’s report

BT advised that to date SHDC had faciitated the housing of 155 Ukrainian refugees and that a further 66 were 
due to be accommodated in the near future.

It was confirmed that garden waste collection would cease at the end of October but that every Brown bin would 
be emptied by then as per their presently scheduled dates.  A member of the public questioned the need to 
separate rubbish for recycling if it was all going into the same lorry to be then separated again at a depot.  BT 
explained that each home would receive a letter detailing where rubbish went after recycling.  


9.    	 Planning Related Matters 	 	 	 	 	 	        	 	  SHDC response date

3992/21/FUL:- The Oyster Shack, Stakes Road, Bigbury, TQ7 4BE.(TDD 30/12/22  	 	 18/08/22

VS noted that the revised plans for this development have reduced considerably the scale of the proposal for staff 
accommodation etc , necessary because most staff do not live locally and that in any event public transport is not 
available at the hours necessary for those who do.  Major concerns still centre around the potential for late night 
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disturbance and the need for management to accept responsibility and manage staff accordingly to prevent such 
disturbance was pointed out.  However BPC is in principle supportive of this successful local business and VS 
proposed support, seconded by SS.  EH and SW abstained.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

1604/22/HHO:- Summer Winds, Marine Drive, Bigbury On Sea, TQ7 4AS.	     	 	 15/09/22

In principle BPC had no objections to this development but queried the need for the proposed additional roof light 
in the north facing roof, with concern that reflected glare and also privacy issues would impact detrimentally upon 
its neighbour facing to the window.  The applicant, who had spoken in ‘Open Session’ believed that the height of 
the window would severely restrict visibility from the bathroom  served and that trees to the rear of his property 
provided screening to mitigate the issue.  Additionally the Neighbourhood Plan Committee had recommended that 
if the additional roof light was to remain it should be opaque glazed.  EH proposed support, SW seconded and 
support was unanimous.


1577/22/FUL:- Atlantic House, Marine Drive, Bigbury On Sea, TQ7 4AS.	 	     	 	 29/09/22

The Council noted and was especially concerned about the vulnerability to erosion of that portion of the coast on 
which the property was sited and therefore concerned by the absence of a detailed construction plan.  A further 
concern was of inadequate parking space for three 4 bedroomed apartments, contrary to NHP policies BP7 and 
BP27.  BPC unanimously agreed that if SHDC was minded to approve the proposal, it should condition the 
apartments for principal private residences only.  Given given the above concerns SW recommended ‘Objection’, 
SS seconded and councillors unanimously supported this ‘objection’.


2975/22/HHO:-Windover, Bigbury, TQ7 4AW.	 	 	 	 	     	 	 20/10/22

The owner had spoken in ‘Open Session’ and BPC raised no concerns about the proposed alterations.  EH 
proposed support,  VS seconded and councillors supoported the application unanimously.


10.   	 BACS Payments/Financial Statement

Payments due in September, 2022.

£     69.84:- BT Memorial Hall Broadband, including contract Final Payment. 


	 £   275.00:- Mrs. J. Simpson, Repair of B.on S. car park \fence repairs. 

£   660.00:- Mr. I Bramble, Clerk’s sal. July-September, 2022.


	 £     82.00:- Mr. I Bramble, A & A Computing BPC Computer File Back Up.

£     16.20:- Mr. I Bramble, Clerk’s mileage; St Ann’s Chapel BPC, July 13th, July26th, @45p/mile.

£     11.70:- Mr. I Bramble, Clerk’s mileage; Bigbury Golf Club/BPC meeting,. July 19th, @ 45p/mile.

£     11.90:- Mr. I Bramble, Clerk’s mileage; Seahaven, B. on S., August 15th, @45p/mile.

£       9.90:- Mr. I Bramble, Clerk’s mileage; NPC, Bigbury,  September 7th, @45p/mile.


Approval of the above payments was moved by, EH, seconded by SS and supported unanimously.

The cash book has been updated to August. 31st, 2022 for uploading onto the Bigbury Parish website upon BPC 
approval.  The cash book and bank statements have been reconciled to August 31st 2022 @ £48,803.17 and the 
working surplus stands at £38,803.41.  EH proposed BPC note this position, seconded by SS and supported 
unanimously by councillors.


11. 	 Purchase of Equipment for Pothole Repairs

IB proposed purchase of a compactor for pothole repairs, which, with proper repair materials and additional small 
items of equipment would enable the parish lengthsmen to complete pothole repairs on its own initiative and to a 
satisfactory standard.  EH proposed support, SW seconded and was unanimously supported by councillors 


12.  	 Pickwick Inn

Following the matters raised in ‘Open Session’, a site visit and meeting by Councillors with the agent for the 
property, Councillors discussed an application for the Inn to be listed as Asset of Community Value’.  It was 
suggested that the previous Royal Oak application provided a template from which to work, that BPC construct an 
application for a listing for the Pickwick Inn to be put before BPC at the October meeting.  VS seconded and 
councillors supported unanimously.


13.  	 Skip Hire 

IB had obtained 3 quotes fron contractors, the cheapest of which was from West Country Skip Hire(WCSH), who 
supplied the skips in 2021 and accordingly suggested BPC use them again and the last weekend in November 
was suggested.  SS proposed approval for that date, EH seconded and support was unanimous.


14.  	 All year grass cutting, Memorial Hall playing field  
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Quotes had been obtained from SHDC, the current contractor and a local private contractor.  Before a final 
decision is made IB will check that the group which asked for the winter cuts to facilitate their use of the field still 
wish to use it and also will investigate further alternative quotes for the summer cuts only.


15.  	 Memorial Hall Playing Field Lease.

In the absence of Cllr Rosevear who has been dealing with this matter with the landowner IB outlined the position 
to date and that the owners are still to reply to Cllr Rosevear’s last correspondence on the matter.  Until we have 
that reply no further progress can be made.


16. 	 Funding request for St Lawrence church wall repair

A member of the public advised that the wall had been repaired at at final cost were likely to be below the 
estimate of c£6,500.  At at the July BPC meeting BPC agreed to make up the difference between funding from all 
other sources and the final cost. To date no funding from sources other than the above £700 from RG’s Locality 
Budget has been received.


17.0	 At the Chairman’s discretion this item had been brought forward into the ‘Open Session’ and Louise Wainwright 
spoke on behalf of Bigbury Net Zero(BNZ), the group’s work and its request for BPC to declare a ‘Climate 
Emergency’, in line with DCC, SHDC and other parishes in the District.  A full account of the issues concerned is 
included as an appendix to these minutes, including reference to a Carbon Plan for the future and a relevant 
forthcoming meeting at Kingsbridge Community College(KCC) on Oct.8th, which, VS indicated she would attend 
for a clearer idea of matters particularly with regard to the ‘Carbon Plan’ and likely implications for the Parish.  
Further discussion will take place at the next BPC on Wednesday 12th October.  BT reminded BPC of the specific 
fund established by SHDC to support work on this issue and encouraged BNZ to register as a ‘Special Interest 
Group’.  The question of parish financial support for BNZ was raised, to be discussed a future BPC meeting.


	 (Please details of the above meeting in the appendix attached)


18.  	 Correspondence received

Correspondence had been received after the publication of the this meeting’s agenda from Ringmore Parish 
asking for a repeat in 2023 of the previous collaborative purchase of defibrillators. Discussion therefore will take 
place at the October meeting.


19.  	 Any other business

	 There was no other business.


	 The meeting closed at 9:35pm


Draft minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.


The next meeting will be held in the Memorial Hall, St Ann’s Chapel at 7:30 on Wednesday, October 12th , 2022.


Signed …………………………………………………………………. Dated………………………………………………


Appendix to the Minutes


In support of the Declaration of and Emergency by the National Government, DCC and SHDC and the 
Declarations of an Emergency by several parish councils in South Hams, BNZ proposes that Bigbury Parish 
Council also Declares an Emergency in order to demonstrate their understanding of the climate and nature crisis 
and to indicate its support for initiatives to address these problems.  Modbury parish council has Declared an 
Emergency and Cllr Rosevear can provide more information.The Sustainability Map on Sustainable South Hams 
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website shows which parishes have Declared and Emergency and have a Carbon Plan. Should BPC Declare and 
Emergency the information on the Sustainability Map (Find a Group)  can be updated by emailing information to 
info@sussh.org 


Bigbury Parish Councillors are invited to join the Special Interest Group for Parish Councillors which has been set 
up by Sustainable South Hams CIC with the support of SHDC Climate and Biodiversity Emergency Committee. 
This group will be led by Cllr Sune Nightingale (Dittisham) and is supported by Adam Williams (Climate Specialist 
SHDC) and will focus on actions that can be taken by parish councils to reduce community carbon footprints. 
Further information on actions encouraged by parish councils is on the SHDC website.  To sign up - please email 
Sustainable South Hams stating your name and the parish you represent  - info@sush.org and copy to 
sune@sussh.org  


The Special Interest Group for Parish Councillors will be launched at the first Sustainable South Hams Assembly 
to be held at Kingsbridge Community College on Sat 8th October 10.00 am to 2.00 pm. We are anticipating 200 
delegates.  Bookings are only by Eventbrite - here is the link. https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sustainable-south-
hams-assembly-sat-8th-oct-22-tickets-410493155077  Attached is the Programme. The Special Interest Groups 
(Community Composting; Community Renewble Energy and Parish Councillors) will run concurrently and the 
parish council is encouraged to send three delegates so that someone can attend each meeting. Please book 
with the individual names (for name badge preparation).


Bigbury Net Zero has formed the Bigbury Carbon Savers Club (see attached poster).  It will meet in the Memorial 
Hall on the first Wednesday of every month 7.00 to 8.00 pm. A 15 minute video talk will be presented from Mukti 
Michell at each event and a summary hand out for each topic as well as a two-page feature for the parish 
magazine or other newsletters for each topic.  The first Topic is Understanding carbon Footprints and I would 
warmly encourage councillors to attend.  The Club is also open to Ringmore, Kingston, AG and Modbury 
parishioners and councillors. Here is a link to the Carbon Savers Course material which will be used at the 
Carbon Savers Club. 


Bigbury Net Zero has funding form SHDC to undertake Thermal Imaging Surveys for households and businesses 
in Bigbury, Ringmore, Kingston, Modbury and AG. Led by Henry Wainwright - Booking s - 
henry.wainwright52@gamil.com  Service is free.  Donations are welcome. Volunteers in other villages sought to 
help provide the local ersvcie.  A series of talks in village halls are planed for November to start this process.  The 
thermal imaging has to be undertaken in cold weather.


Bigbury Net Zero is setting up some Special Interest Groups focussing on Bigbury and covering Community 
Composting; Community Renewable Energy and Transport. BNZ warmly invites councillors to join these special 
interest groups. Please contact Louise Wainwright if you want to be informed of meetings and contribute to the 
Agenda.  There is also a Sustainable South Hams workshop on Community Compost with SHDC and technical 
experts on Sat 15th Oct.  This will answer all panning and technical questions and allow Bigbury to understand 
how they can access some of the £200,000 grant funding to get community composting going in Bigbury Book on 
Eventbrite:  

Bigbury Net Zero has also formed a Special Interest Group on funding for BNZ overheads and projects.  We 
would like to request a donation for Bigbury Parish Council to cover our annual overheads estimated at £500 per 
year. We have been in operation for 2 years and have had bridging loans from individuals to date to cover 
operations (-£500). 


Bigbury Net Zero will again hold a Beach Assembly at Bigbury on Sea on Saturday 12th November 2.00 pm to 
coincide with COP27.  We have the same full team of volunteers to organise this. Attached poster. Please come.
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