To: Parish Councillors Salcombe Division
Louise4dDevon@gmail.com 07908 525663

Save the Date and consider sending a representative to a proposed meeting
of all 16 parishes in the Salcombe Division on Saturday 29" November (time
and venue to be confirmed this week). Agenda to follow.

Purpose: To hear from Cllr Paul Arnott, Deputy Leader DCC and Portfolio
Holder for Local Government Reorganisation, about how Neighbourhood Area
Committees could improve the engagement of parish councils with the
Unitary Authority and contribute to decision making of local relevance.

Note: This meeting must take place after the DCC Cabinet have finalised their
boundary submission to Government in November.

What is a Neighbourhood Area Committee?

A neighbourhood area committee (NAC) is a potential decision-making body
being piloted as part of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), designed to
strengthen localism and community engagement by bringing together local
government, police, health, and voluntary sector representatives to collaborate
on local priorities. These committees aim to provide a more integrated and
responsive local governance model, bringing services and decision-making
closer to communities to better address their specific needs.

Key features of Neighbourhood Area Committees (NACs):

e Multi-agency Collaboration: NACs include representatives from a range
of local organizations, such as town and parish councils, county
councillors, police, health partners, and voluntary groups.

e Community-Based Approach: They are intended to strengthen
community engagement and leadership, fostering a place-based model of
engagement and decision-making.

e Local Insight and Feedback: NACs provide a platform for local insights,
ideas, and feedback to help shape local action plans and community
strategies.

e Local Decision-Making: The committees could bring an enhanced level of
local decision-making to communities, involving councillors, residents, and
other partners in shaping local initiatives and addressing local issues.




e Government Initiative: NACs are a component of central government's
drive for Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), which aims to simplify
local government structures, improve efficiency, and deliver more joined-
up services.

e Empowering Communities: The goal is to create a more standardized
and efficient system of local area working, deepening localism and
fostering empowered communities by giving them a greater say in their
local areas.

o Examples in Practice: Surrey is one of the areas piloting NACs as part of
its LGR process to test this new model of local collaboration.

The points below are the answers to questions to the Minister from the Local
Government Association

https://www.local.gov.uk/our-support/devolution-and-lgr-hub/devolution-and-
local-government-reorganisation-fags-and-glossary

ANSWERS form Minister:

We recognise the value that town and parish councils offer to their local
communities, but they are independent institutions and are not a substitute
for meaningful community engagement and neighbourhood working by a
local authority.

The decision to set up Town and parish councils is a local one. Areas
considering new town or parish councils should think carefully about how they
might be funded, to avoid putting further pressure on local authority finances
and/or new burdens on the taxpayer.

We want to see every local authority hardwiring local community
engagement into their own structures, through approaches like
neighbourhood Area Committees. As such, we have asked councils to outline
in final proposals their plans for neighbourhood-based governance, the
impact on parish councils, and the role of formal neighbourhood
partnerships and neighbourhood Area Committees.



We will not be introducing any changes to the role of Town and Parish councils
as part of local government reorganisation. New unitary structures should
enable stronger community engagement and provide genuine opportunities for
neighbourhood empowerment, as explained in the criteria. Proposals should
demonstrate how councils in the area have collaborated to meet local needs and
incorporate local views. It is up to councils to decide how best to engage locally
in a meaningful and constructive way. We have advised in a previous MHCLG
webinar that the views of other public sector providers, including Town and
Parish councils and voluntary and community sector organisations, will be
crucial.

Local authorities may wish to collaborate with town and parish councils to
determine how they can most effectively contribute to service delivery under
future arrangements. In doing so, they should consider the financial and
administrative support required by town and parish councils and should seek to
minimise the potential impact of new responsibilities on local taxpayers through
increases to parish precepts

The ability to establish new parish, town and community councils is devolved to
principal local authorities through the community governance review process.
This remains the case. However, town and parish councils are no substitute for
the effective neighbourhood governance arrangements which the government
expects local authorities to implement. These should enable local people to take
issues or concerns to their local ward councillors, who will have a clear and
accountable route to act on them.

Local authorities may wish to collaborate with town and parish councils to
determine how they can most effectively manage local assets in future
arrangements.



